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CALL FOR ABSTRACT

The Centre for Social Development in Africa (CSDA) at the University of Johannesburg will host an international symposium on “Social Protection in Southern Africa: New Opportunities for Social Development”. The symposium will gather a group of researchers, emerging scholars, social policy specialists, practitioners, public officials and advocates engaged in social protection programmes to share experiences, knowledge and tools to build and strengthen social protection systems in Africa and particularly in the Southern and East Africa regions. This initiative intends to promote South-South cooperation, dialogue, innovation and learning on how best to apply successful policies and practices in an African context.  
Several African countries have made significant progress in establishing social protection systems such as Botswana, Mauritius, South Africa, Kenya, Zambia, Malawi, Namibia, Ethiopia, Rawanda and Ghana among others. Some of the programmes are long established programmes whilst others are new or are pilot programmes that have emerged in the last decade to respond to pressing development challenges such as poverty, hunger, inadequate livelihoods opportunities, health, education, water, and infrastructure and to respond to the needs of vulnerable persons.                           
There is growing international support for the creation of a national social protection floor that is, the provision/availability of an essential level of social protection goods and services to all people especially the most vulnerable. The National Social Protection Floor Initiative is being spearheaded by the International Labour Organisation, the United Nations Development Programme and the World Health Organisation. In June 2010, the International Association of Social Workers, the International Federation of Social Workers and the International Council on Social Welfare supported this call. This CSDA symposium is an attempt to build on this important global initiative.           
We plan to bring together a small group of participants who will share their country knowledge and experience based on research papers of their respective programmes. We hope to generate rich discussion of the papers with the view to subsequently publishing these in a special issue of an accredited journal.
The symposium will be lead by: 
· Leila Patel, is Professor and Director of the Centre for Social Development in Africa, University of Johannesburg. 
· James Midgley is the Harry and Riva Specht Professor of Public Social Services and Dean Emeritus at the University of California, Berkeley. James is also Honorary Professor of Social Development at the CSDA and is a well known scholar in social security, social development and social welfare. 

· Marianne S. Ulriksen PhD and Post Doctoral Fellow, Centre for Social Development in Africa, University of Johannesburg.     

You are invited to submit an abstract of a maximum of 750 words for a paper falling within the theme of the symposium (see below for an elaboration). We are particularly interested in abstracts that are innovative and interesting. If the final paper is accepted, it should not be more than 6000 words, more information will be provided on the format of the papers and time lines. The papers should consist of country case studies of social protection programmes. The following aspects are provided by way of guidance, authors are invited to craft their cases studies based on country specific conditions   

· Country context and the social protection situation/scenario including policy and legislative frameworks, needs and gaps. 

· A description of the background, nature, rationale, aims and scope of the programme

· The design features and the rationale for this. Role of partners including social service professionals (see partners below).     

· Financing of the programme (role of government, donors, private sector, civil society, communities and social service professionals). How sustainable is the programme?   
· Evidence base of the programme – was it informed by research and if yes discuss what was done and if no, why not.      

· Implementation processes that is, how is the programme implemented, managed, monitored and evaluated? What use is made of technology or indigenous systems of social provision? 
· Role of the social protection programme in social development.
· Issues and challenges specific to the country programme e.g. reliance on donor funding; extent to which donor agendas shape the direction of policy;  financial sustainability; administration, human resources and technology; social and  economic impacts; governance; corruption, delivery capability;  politics of social protection namely is there support from the non-poor;  connection between social protection and livelihoods strategies and social services; gender issues.          

· Lessons and key factors that would aid the replication of the programmes in other African countries. 

Please note also that CSDA is still in the process of securing funding for the symposium. You are therefore advised to indicate if you will need travel and accommodation costs covered through the CSDA. We shall greatly appreciate it if you could secure the costs of your participation in this event.  
Should you be interested in participating in the symposium please submit the abstract no later than Monday 18 October 2010. We undertake to inform you of the acceptance of your abstract no later than Monday 8 November 2010.  

Together with the abstract, please also include the following information:

· Name, organisation and position

· Previous work within the field of social protection / social development in Africa

· Whether you are able to cover travel and accommodation costs through your own means.

You may also forward this invite to other interested parties who might be able to contribute the deliberations.  

For further information and liaison, please contact: Marianne S. Ulriksen, Post Doctoral Fellow, Centre for Social Development in Africa, University of Johannesburg; Telephone: +27 (0)11 559 1933/ 4253; email: mulriksen@uj.ac.za

Please find attached a separate Background paper compiled by James Midgley. 
